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Key Vocabulary

Plot

Jim Jarvis becomes orphaned in London during the Victoria-era and finds
Himself n the workhouse, begging on the sireet and earning a iving with an
unpleasant moster His search for sofety and a better lfe keeps him moving on
tine and time ogain

Themes

Bullying, Poverty, Hordship, Hunger,Lfe and Death, Education, Welfore, Being
Orphoned

Setting

The book is set mainly in 1860s London during a fime when the population of
England had doubled in 50 years. People came fo the cites for work, ften sl
ending up unemployed and homeless due to overcrowding and where
saniofion ond disease were serious problems

Jim's mother dis leaving him orphaned
s sistrs whom he s separated from.
Jims mother's only friend

Afrend Jim makes inthe workhouse.
The harsh feacher in he workhouse.
The croel master of the workhouse

A homeless boy who becomes Iim' riend.

Anfogonist - Jm s sold o the copfain of o smallcoal ferry.
Grimy Nicks aggressive dog.

Provides Im with a ob of the circus

After seeing the poverty and struggle of street children, he
sets up a home for destitute boys.

 very poor person

Tobe persoded o lred

ncertan,unclear o rovgly

fhin, woter poridge

apace o carefor the o dyng

fotous,afenfol dsease passed o feough drty
drinking water. Many died of th i Victorin imes.

aroom joned 10 a kchen

@ prickly buhor b

oulled o drawn ighly

o move wit heavy clmsiess
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Have perseverance and the
hope for somefhing befter.
Our current way of lfe
should be apprecioted.
Not all oduls are kind and
generous
Quotes
"No bars on the windows
or locks on the doors. No
beatings / couldrun away
tomorrow if | wanted fo.
Butldon, see?”

fod hre, Treotrent ws horshand unplecion.

‘Context — The Victorian-era was defined by many things:
‘Queen Victoria's reign of the Brtish Empire, famous inventions
from the telephone to the railways, unusual medical practices.
‘and medical advances and the sgnificant gap between the rich
‘and the poor. The introduction of the Education Act of 1870
meant children could finally attend school and the abolishment
o children in workhouses did not occur untilthe early 1900s.
Jim Jarvis was a real boy, but not very much s known about
him. His story and that of other orphans was written down ina
series of very short leaflets which Doctor Barnardo sent to.
‘wealthy people when he was trying to raise money to open an
orphanage.





