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Orchestral instruments 

Name of 

group  

Instruments in the 

group  

How to play the instruments  How to 

identify  

Strings  viola, violin, cello, 

double bass, guitar, 

ukulele 

Strings are plucked or can 

use a bow, violin/viola hold 

with the rest underneath 

your chin 

Cello on floor between legs 

Double bass - stand or sit 

next to it  

Guitar/ukulele held 

(sometimes with use of a 

strap) when standing, or the 

body of the instrument rests 

on your thigh when sitting 

Instruments 

must have 

strings 

(normally 

4)  

Percussion  kettle drum, 

triangle, castanets, 

xylophone, cymbals, 

bass drums, bells, 

wooden blocks  

Hit them with a hand or 

stick or hit them together - 

some have parts inside that 

hit together when shaken   

Must be 

able to be 

hit or have 

parts that 

can be hit  

Woodwind  piccolo, flute, 

clarinet, oboe, 

bassoon, 

saxophone, 

recorder  

Also known as wind family 

because air is blown to 

make a sound, some are 

made of wood but some are 

not, many have a reed to 

blow into on the edge  

Make a 

sound by 

blowing 

(lips on the 

edge)  

Brass  trumpet, trombone, 

tuba, French horn  

A sound is made by blowing, 

lips go inside the instrument  

Made of 

brass  

Piano It could be considered a percussion instrument because the keys 

are hit to be played or a string instrument because it has strings 

inside. However, it is actually in an orchestra group of its own.  

Musical terms  

Crescendo  Gradually 

getting louder  

Major key A happy, uplifting tone 

Diminuendo  Gradually 

getting softer  

Minor key A sad, more serious tone 

Pianissimo 

(pp)  

Very soft  Pentatonic 
scale 

A five-note scale often used in 
Chinese, African and Celtic Folk 
melodies 

Piano (p)  Soft   Harmony Two or more notes of pitch played 
at once to create a pleasing effect 

Mezzo 

piano (mp)  

Moderately 

soft  

Canon Where instruments play the same 
melody at the same tempo but at 
different points in the melody. 

Mezzo forte 

(mf)  

Moderately 

loud  

Octave(s) A note that sounds the same but at 
a higher/lower pitch 

Forte (f)  Loud  Vibrato A slight regular wavering in pitch to 
create a warm, interesting note 

(Treble Clef or 

G Clef) 

(Bass Clef) 
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